
DBQ #2  
 

Major Issues 
 

● No attempt at contextualization in intro. Paragraph 
● First paragraph is only an attempt at a thesis 
● No thesis or an attempt at a thesis that does not address the question. 
● Body paragraphs are a summary of the documents, sometimes in order. 
● A vague reference to the content of the doc, does not include the specific 

source, drops in “(Doc. #). 
● No attempt at Sourcing (POV, Audience, Purpose, Historical Situation) 
● Body paragraphs never address the question (reform expanding democratic 

ideals 
● Believing the question was about the ideals of the Democratic Party. 

 
Why do you think you are struggling so much? What will you do to improve? How 
can I help? 
 
You’re Getting There 
 

● An attempt at contextualization, but the broader events are not connected to 
the emergence of 19th century reform movements. 

● A thesis that addresses the question, but need a bit more depth. 
● Some inconsistency with the docs (using the source, connecting them to the 

question, effective Sourcing) 
● Body paragraphs have some connection to the question, but it needs to be 

more consistent. 
● Make sure topic/concluding sentences clearly address the question 

 
Keep working, be sure to meaningfully examine where you need to improve. 
 
 
 



Putting it All Together 
 

● Relevant and concise contextualization that examines the connection 
between broader events (2nd Great Awakening, Enlightenment, WW 
Expansion) and the emergence of 19th century reform movements. 

● Thesis clearly addresses the question and is well developed. 
● Documents are cited by specific source, are connected to the question, and 

effective analyze POV, Audience, Purpose or Historical situation. 
● Essay has a consistent connection to the question. 

 
Your next step is to integrate 6-7 documents, that may require you to be more 
efficient and concise in your document use. 
 
**There will be an after school day this week or next week for people that need 
significant extra help in order to get revisions done. 
**Anyone planning on revising this essay will need to attend or figure out a 
different time to meet with me. 
**Before DBQ #3 (next month) we will spend a class period looking at sample 
DBQ essays. 


