
One of the problems with the Articles of 

Confederation was that they were not 

able to confront the domestic uprisings 

of the time, such as Shay’s Rebellion.  

The inability of the federal government 

to deal with unrest was evident as 

Abigail Adams wrote to Thomas 

Jefferson of the “ignorant, restless 

desperados” that had caused problems in 

Massachusetts (Doc. G). 

 

 


